
Gaelscoil Philib Barún, 
Crobally Upper, 
Tramore, Co. Waterford. 
 
14 March 2012 

 
Re: Gaelscoil Philib Barún, Tramore, Co. Waterford [1202908 BC] 
 
Dear Minister Quinn, 
 
Since enrolling my daughter in Gaelscoil Philib Barún, Tramore, over 5 years ago, I (along 
with many other teachers and parents) have put countless hours, days and weeks into 
supporting their long-suffering campaign for a permanent school building. However, I was 
utterly crushed this week to discover that we had been omitted from the recently announced 
School Building Programme. 
 
Surely there cannot be a more suitable, compelling and simpler set of circumstances than 
ours: 
 

• The site proposed for the new school is already owned by the DES, and is literally an 
empty (green) field beside the existing prefabricated structures 

• The enrollment numbers for the school have doubled in recent years 
• We have been waiting for almost 27 years for a permanent building!!! 
• The Design Team has already been appointed (just this week)  

 
Even your own department officials have assured us on countless occasions (in the past few 
months) that the above set of circumstances are almost perfect (and quite rare), and that our 
27-year wait was embarrassing in the modern age. Yet, our omission from the Building 
Programme suggests that we may have to wait at least another 5 years, in the "hope" that our 
school "might" be built??? You cannot seriously think this is acceptable - I certainly do not! 
 
I understand that our situation is not of your making and that successive past Governments 
have failed us terribly. However, I would strongly urge you to review our case on foot of the 
above compelling circumstances in the hope that you will recognize the validity and 
simplicity of our case, and take the necessary steps to remedy our omission as soon as 
possible. 
 
I also understand that John Halligan and Ciara Conway have already made representations on 
our behalf, but still felt compelled to communicate my own dismay, frustration and confusion 
in person. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Concerned Parent 
 


